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FACILITATOR GUIDE
WEEK 18
MAYDAY FOR MILITARY

Announcements:
e Group Leaders: Please submit your Crossover Group information by:
CALLING - (770) 914-0808 ext. 555
CLICKING - www.communitybiblechurch.com
VISITING - The resource center at the information booth in the CBC Atrium

e Crossover Challenge Notebooks: On sale now in the CBC Store for only $5.00.
e New Series: “Go Fish” In all of the Sunday morning services.

e Volunteer Opportunities: Our July 4™ Freedom Fest is coming soon. We’'ll be welcoming thousands
of visitors from all over the area for fun times and fireworks. What a great opportunity it will be to introduce
new people to our church. To learn how you can be a part, contact Butch Entrekin at entreklan@charter.net.

e Crossover Group Orientation and Training: Join us on Sunday, June 25", for a look at how to get
involved in a group or re-energize the one you're already in. Come and find out how to truly ignite the
Crossover Challenge in fresh and powerful ways. RSVP to Glenn Hall, glenn@communitybiblechurch.com.

INERO: Our military men and women and their families make tremendous sacrifices for others. Because of their
service, others can live free, peaceful and prosperous lives. When you ask a military person why they are willing
10 give up so much for others —even their own lives- they simply say, "Becalise it is my duty” Paul encolraged
followers of Christ to have a similar altitiide. Check out Romans 12°1 1o find out more
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« What do you appreciate most about those in military service?
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Words to Consider: Romans 12:1, “

« How can you be a 'living sacrifice'?
Facilitator: In Old Testament times, priests were required to select prime animals, kill them
and place them on an altar before God. Sacrifice was an important part of worship, but even
then God made it clear that obedience from the heart was what he desired most from his
people. To be a sacrifice, you must daily lay aside your own desires to follow Christ
and put all your resources and gifts at his disposal. See also 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 40:6.




NOTES

* What does it mean to be a ‘holy sacrifice’? How is this possible with human beings?
Facilitator: As Paul points out in 1 Corinthians 7:1, holiness is purity and separation from
everything that defiles the body and the spirit. The problem is: only God is holy (1 Samuel
6:20). No one else can claim to be perfect and most of us would admit to being far from it!
The good news is: God wants to make us holy (Leviticus 21:8). How does He do it?
Colossians 1:22 makes it clear that Christ’s death on the cross was the final sacrifice. When
we acknowledge our sin and invite Christ into our lives, God brings us to live in His very
presence and sees us as holy and blameless. The Holy Spirit and God’s word become
forces of transformation in our lives molding us to become more like the holy people God
sees us as.

« What motivates a follower of Christ to live a life of sacrifice?
Facilitator: Paul says ‘when you think of what He has done for you, is this too much to ask?’
Personally experiencing God’s mercy in your life motivates you to give mercy to others.
When you feel yourself becoming insensitive or callous toward the needs of others, take
some time to remember what Jesus did for you and where you would be without His living
sacrifice. Then ask Him to mold your character to be more like His and to give you
opportunities to demonstrate His sacrificial love to someone.
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« Are you aware of needs around you or are you too inwardly focused? How can you make a
difference in someone else’s life this week?
Facilitator: A great way to reach out someone is to simply spend time with them. The July 4"
Freedom Fest at Community is a great opportunity to invite some people to spend time with
your group. Ask your group members to think of neighbors, co-workers or family members
whom you can invite to an evening of fireworks and fun. Plan to meet them as a group on the
evening of the 4™.

* As John 17:17 points out, spending time in God’s word is part of living a holy life. What

adjustments do you need to make in your life to ensure that you are learning the “word of
truth™?
Facilitator: If folks in your group are struggling with consistently spending time in God’s word,
try assigning accountability partners for a month. See if this brings improvement. Also, your
group might want to consider going through Fast Track at Community together. What a great
way to grow spiritually while deepening your commitment to God and the body of Christ. For
more info on Fast Track, contact Paula Brannon at paulab@communitybiblechurch.com.

PRAYER POINTS
+ Pray for volunteers and staff as we prepare to reach out to our community with Freedom Fest 2006
this 4™ of July.
s That this Crossover Group will be able to point to speciiic ways that God has used us to inipaet
others as we live lives that demonstrate His love.

Additional copies of the discussion guides are available at the Information Booth In the CBC Atrium.
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